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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Faire Earns 2015 Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 
Eschelon Experiences’ steak and seafood restaurant among winners  

RALEIGH, N.C. (JULY 16, 2015) — Faire Steak and Seafood

 

has been honored for its wine 
program in Wine Spectator’s

 

2015 Restaurant Wine List Awards. The restaurant is 
recognized among other winners from all over the globe as a top destination for wine lovers. 

Faire Steak and Seafood opened in October 2014 in Raleigh’s Cameron Village. As a new 
restaurant without an established reputation, Faire’s sommelier, Michael Tinley, employed a 
phased approach to their wine list selections. Tinley started by building the list from the 
ground up, selecting what they agreed should be staples for a wine list intended to match the 
restaurant’s “surf and turf” cuisine.  

Over the nine-month period since Faire has opened, Tinley has shaped the list to offer wines 
from all over the world, in addition to many of the necessary staples that remained from their 
original list. During this period, Faire has increased the number of wine selections offered 
from 60 to nearly 100, adding lesser-known, more esoteric selections. 

“We are honored to be recognized within the industry with such a prestigious award,” said 
Michael Tinley, Faire sommelier and manager. “I believe our wine list and program has 
quickly become one of the best in Triangle, both in terms of quantity of selections, quality and 
diversity. The Award of Excellence will act as our inspiration as we plan to continue this 
gradual, progressive approach to growing our wine program and offerings at Faire.” 

Wine Spectator began its program to recognize the world’s best wine lists in 1981. There are 
three award levels: the Award of Excellence, the Best of Award of Excellence and the Grand 
Award—with 2,563; 973; and 81 winners this year in each respective category. The 
program’s Award of Excellence recognizes a wine list offering an interesting and diverse 
selection of wines that are well presented and thematically match the restaurant’s cuisine in 
price and style.  

“Once again, Wine Spectator congratulates each and every Restaurant Award winner on a 
job well done,” said Marvin R. Shanken, Editor and Publisher, Wine Spectator. “With this 
year’s list spanning all 50 U.S. states and over 75 additional countries and territories, we 



hope wine lovers will use this issue, alongside WineSpectator.com’s Restaurant Awards 
database, as guides to finding the perfect restaurant for any occasion.”  

The complete list of award winners is featured in the August 31 issue of Wine Spectator, 
available on newsstands July 21. All of the restaurants can be found in WineSpectator.com’s 
Restaurant Search, which allows users to find information about their wine selections, 
cuisine, prices, key staff and more. Follow the Restaurant Awards on Twitter and Instagram,

 

and join the conversation by using #WSRestaurantAward, #WSTopWineLists and 
#WSGrandAward. 

About Eschelon Experiences 
Eschelon Experiences was founded by Gaurav “G” Patel in 2006 with the purpose of 
developing and delivering exciting and unique hospitality concepts to the Raleigh-Durham 
area. A pillar of the Triangle dining scene, Eschelon began when Patel purchased Mura in 
North Hills, and has since grown from one restaurant to six including; Mura, The Oxford, 
Zinda, Cameron Bar and Grill, Faire and Basan. Recognized for its upscale interiors, 
renowned chefs and globally inspired cuisine, Eschelon offers a one-of-a-kind dining 
experience.  

About Wine Spectator 
Wine Spectator is the world’s leading authority on wine. Anchored by Wine 
Spectator magazine, a print publication that reaches more than 3 million readers worldwide, 
the brand also encompasses the Web’s most comprehensive wine site (WineSpectator.com), 
mobile platforms, and a series of signature events. Wine Spectator examines the world of 
wine from the vineyard to the table, exploring wine’s role in contemporary culture and 
delivering expert reviews of more than 15,000 wines each year. Parent company M. Shanken 
Communications also publishes Cigar Aficionado, Whisky Advocate, Market Watch, Shanken 
News Daily and Impact. 
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